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Regulating Customs, the twelfth issue of the ‘The Ritual Year’ series, explores 
a range of regulatory forces that preserve, replace and revive, shape, and in-
�luence the practice and structure of calendar customs today. The eleven re-
search articles by scholars from ten countries are based on �irst-hand �ield 
research and examine the age-old tensions between stasis and innovation, 
stability and change, and the creativity that is on display in even the most 
‘traditional’ of practices.

‘The Ritual Year’ series gathers together the volumes published periodically 
by The Ritual Year Working Group, an international set of scholars, studying 
a large variety of topics in connection with ritual activities, customs and fes-
tive celebrations throughout the calendric year. The working group, which 
is a division of the International Society of Ethnology and Folklore (SIEF), 
was initiated by Dr Emily Lyle in 2003, at the Department of Celtic and Scot-
tish Studies, University of Edinburgh, and was of�icially established in 2004, 
at the 8th SIEF congress in Marseille.

YEARBOOK OF THE SIEF WORKING GROUP
THE RITUAL YEAR

15th congress (online),
Helsinki, Finland, 19-24 June 2021

Breaking the rules? Power, participation, transgression

Since the outburst of the Covid-19 pandemic we have invested considerable time and energy  keeping in touch with 
our members, maintaining our usual, scienti�c activities, and imposing order on the new rhythm of life. Our 2020 
conference had to be postponed, but this did not stop us from getting together in the virtual realm. This is how The 

Ritual Year Seasonal Webinar Series got started. We have had �ve 
virtual meetings, dedicated either to particular calendric celebration 
(such as Christmas, Epiphany, Midsummer), and to other topics.

The working group has held thirteen conferences: 
2005 - First Annual Conference of the SIEF WG on The Ritual Year, Msida, Malta; 
2006 - The Ritual Year and Ritual Diversity, Gothenburg, Sweden (2006); 
2007 - Ritual Year and History, Strážnice, Czech Republic; 
2008 - Ritual Year and Gender, Cork, Ireland; 
2009 - The Power of the Mask, Kaunas, Lithuania; 
2010 - The Inner and the Outer, Tallinn, Estonia (2010); 
2011 - Performer, Performance, Researcher. Co-Designing Heritage,
  Co-Designing Performance, Ljubljana, Slovenia; 
2012 - Migrations, Plovdiv, Bulgaria; 
2013 - Politics, Feasts, Festivals, Szeged, Hungary; 
2014 - Magic in Rituals and Rituals in Magic, Innsbruck, Austria; 
2015 - Traditions and Transformation, Kazan, Russia; 
2016 - Regulating Customs, Findhorn, Scotland, UK; 
2018 - City Rituals, Bucharest, Romania.

In addition to our conferences, the WG has organized panels 
during each SIEF congress.

Together we have published twelve conference 
proceedings in our WG series, Yearbook of the SIEF WG 
The Ritual Year (ISSN 2228-1347), and numerous other 
publications reuniting papers presented during the RY 
panels at SIEF congresses.
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SLOVENSKA AKADEMIJA ZNANOSTI IN UMETNOSTI
ZNANSTVENORAZISKOVALNI CENTER SAZU
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Helena Ložar Podlogar and Emily Lyle

PERFORMANCES, PERFORMERS, RESEARCHERS / UPRIZORITVE, IZVAJALCI, RAZISKOVALCI

Emily Lyle, Performances at Festival Periods in the Year and the “as if” Concept (Uprizoritve v prazničnih obdobjih leta v povezavi s konceptom “kakor da”)

�omas A. McKean, Stewartship and Evolving Fidelity in a Scottish Fire Festival (Upravljanje in vzpostavljanje zvestobe ob škotskem prazniku ognja Clavie)

Nancy C. McEntire, An Investigation of the Traditional Music Session in Ireland’s Shannon Region 
(Raziskovanje pouka tradicionalne glasbe v irski regiji Shannon)

Léon A. van Gulik, �e Scholar Versus the Pagan on Greencraft Tree Walks. Attunement, Imagination, and Interpretation 
(Znanstvenik proti poganu pri obravnavi hoje okrog dreves v okviru poganske tradicije »greencraft«. Spoznavanje, predstava in interpretacija)

Kamila Velkoborská, Performers and Researchers in Neo–pagan Settings (Izvajalci in raziskovalci v kontekstu novega poganstva)

Mojca Kovačič, In Search of the ‘Folk-character’ We Would Like to Hear the Dichotomy Between Folk, the Profession, and Scholarship 
(Iskanje ljudskosti, ki bi si jo želeli slišati, ali razpetost med ljudskim, stroko in znanostjo)

Oksana Mykytenko, �e Problem of Performance Typology. �e Case of Serbian Mourners (Vprašanje tipologije izvajanja. Primer srbskih naricalk)

Skaidrė Urbonienė, Researcher-Performer Relations in Cross-crafting Rituals in Lithuania 
(Razmerje med raziskovalcem in izvajalcem pri ritualih rezljanja križev v Litvi)

Tatiana Minniyakhmetova, �e “Moral Codex” of a Researcher as a Bearer of Culture (“Moralni kodeks” raziskovalca, nosilca kulture)

CO-DESIGNING PERFORMANCES, CO-DESIGNING HERITAGES /
SO-OBLIKOVANJE UPRIZORITEV, SO-OBLIKOVANJE DEDIŠČIN

Irina Sedakova, �e Russian Ritual Year and Folklore through Tourist Advertising (Rusko praznično leto in folklora v turističnem oglaševanju)

John Helsloot, Culture or Commerce: Framing Heritage in the Context of Municipal Subsidies. �e Annual St. Nicholas Parade in the Netherlands 
(Kultura ali trgovina: Okvirjanje dediščine v kontekstu občinskih subvencij. Miklavžev sprevod na Nizozemskem)

István Povedák, MOGY. A Vessel of Ritual in Post-Socialist Hungary 
(Festivali Nacionalnega združenja Madžarov (MOGY). Rituali v postsocialistični Madžarski)

Marija Klobčar, Ritualism as a Re�ection of Social Transformation and the Researcher’s (Lack of ) Power 
(Ritualizem - Re�eksija družbenih transformacij in raziskovalčeve-ga (pomanjkanja) moči)

Arne Bugge Amundsen, Ritual Reform and Ritual Behavior (Reforma ritualnih praks in ritualno vedenje)

Mateja Habinc, Folklorization as Diversi�cation or Molding. Comparing Two “Traditional” Holidays 
(Folklorizacija kot raznolikost ali omejevanje. Primerjava dveh “tradicionalnih” praznikov)

Marlene Hugoson, You are Cordially Invited to …�e Distanced Participation in a Royal Wedding 
(Prisrčno vabljeni na … Oddaljena udeležba na kraljevski poroki)

Aīda Rancane, Revival of Local Masking Traditions in Latvia as the Result of Cooperation Between Performers and Researchers. 
(Oživljanje lokalne tradicije maskiranja v Latviji kot rezultat sodelovanja med izvajalci in raziskovalci)

Katya Mihaylova, �e Wandering Blind Mendicant Singer and the Slavic Ritual Year (Potujoči slepi beraški pevec in slovansko ritualno leto)

Evy Johanne Håland, �e Festival Dedicated to the Anniversary of the Vision of Saint Pelagia and Other Rituals 
(Praznik, posvečen obletnici prikazovanja sveti Pelagiji, in drugi rituali)

Svetlana Sidneva, �e Transformation of Modern Greek Calendar Customs Associated with Fire. Tradition and contemporaneity 
(Transformacija modernih grških koledarskih šeg, povezanih z ognjem: tradicija in sodobnost)
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https://www.siefhome.org/wg/ry/seasonal_webinars.shtml

Based on the general topic of ritual activities, customs and 
festive celebrations throughout the yearly calendric cycle, The 
Ritual Year WG was established on 29 April 2004, at the 8th 
SIEF congress in Marseille. Initiated by Emily Lyle, the inaugural 
meeting was held on 11 July 2004, at the Department of Celtic 
and Scottish Studies, University of Edinburgh.
Many conferences, projects and publications have been the 
direct result of our WG, which has, over the years, maintained 
warm, personal friendships among its members.
In recent years, the working group has shared its 
accomplishments by creating a newsletter, a virtual library and 
an active webpage. 
The Ritual Year Working Group is always open to new members 
and invites them to contact us.

Email: ritualyear@siefhome.org
Web page: www.siefhome.org/wg/ry/
Newsletters: www.siefhome.org/wg/ry/newsletter
Virtual Library: www.siefhome.org/wg/ry/library

Board:
Honorary Chair: Emily Lyle (UK)
Chairs: Irina Sedakova (Russia)
                Laurent S. Fournier (France)
Secretary: Irina Stahl (Romania)
Former Chair: Terry Gunnel (Iceland)

https://www.siefhome.org/wg/ry/seasonal_webinars.shtml
www.facebook.com/groups/148137881914062
www.siefhome.org/wg/ry/library
www.siefhome.org/wg/ry/newsletter
www.siefhome.org/wg/ry/

